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  Issue 

Welcome back! 

Key topics: - 

Key dates for your diary: 

 

At the start of a new School Year, we welcome both new 
and familiar families. 

- Welcome back 
- Our School day 
- School Office 
- Staff changes 
- Holidays in Term time 
- Blended Learning 
- Active Travel 
- Outdoor Learning 
- Lost Property 
- Mobile Phones 
- Systems for Parents 

Welcome back to all of you who have been a part of our school community in recent years 
and a huge welcome to those of you for whom this is your first term at Onchan. 
Each term there is always at least one newsletter which we send out to share information 
that needs to go to the whole school. 
Our preferred mode of communication these days is via email so you will find that you will 
need to check in on your emails to make sure you do not miss anything. We will try to send 
some reminders via FB but we are aware that not every family uses social media. 

 

- Monday 19th September (Bank 
Holiday for Queen Elizabeth II’s 
funeral) 
- Tuesday 20th September (Andy’s 
MSR clubs begin) 
- W/B 26th September (Active Travel 
Week) 
- Thursday 29th September (Whole 
School sponsored walk) 
- Thursday 29th September 
(Foundation Stage Phonics meeting) 
- Monday 17th October (Meet the 
Teacher event) 
- W/B 17th October (Book Fair week) 
- Wednesday 19th October (Rock Kidz 
visit school) 
- Friday 21st October (Flu 
immunisations) 
- Friday 21st October (School closes 
for 1/2 Term 
- Monday 31st October (School re-
opens) 

 
School Office 

 
This term has seen some changes that have 
taken place within school that you will 
notice. Firstly Ms Conmy (formerly Mrs 
Clynes) has taken the helm as School 
Administrator so she will often be the first 
point of contact that many of you will have 
if you call in or phone/ email. She starts 
work at 8.00am and finishes around 4pm. 
There are times that she will not be at her 
desk as she will be elsewhere in school so if 
you cannot get a response immediately, 
please bear with us.  
If your child is not going to be in school due 
to illness, please phone through that day and 
we can mark the register appropriately. If 
we do not receive an email, you will receive 
a text message to the first number that we 
have registered which will give you your 
reminder to give us a ring. Don’t forget that 
children need to stay off for 48 hours after 
the last occurrence of any diarrhoea or 
vomiting. 

 

New Staff 

 
We have some new members of staff whom you will become familiar with, Miss Kearsley in Year 1, Miss Cannell in Year 2 and Miss Harrison in Year 4. 
There are some new staff also joining our Seals Specialist Provision Centre - Mrs Maddrell and Miss Boyd. I know you will make everyone feel very welcome. 
 

 
Our School Day 

 
School opens at 8.40am each day, the 
teachers are ready with learning activities 
for the children at this time. This early start 
enables many of our Parents to get into their 
place of work in a timely manner. We know 
how busy Onchan traffic is! The registers are 
taken at 8.50am and a child is marked late 
if they arrive after 9.00am. Our registers 
then close for the session at 9.15am, if your 
child arrives after this time they are marked 
as missing part of the days’ session. We do 
understand that sometimes things do happen, 
we would always rather you brought a child 
in later rather than missing a whole morning 
or day!  

 
Holidays in Term time 

 
I will attach the school holiday dates at the 
end of this letter so that you are aware of 
the planned closure dates. Occasionally you 
may need to take an additional few days 
away from school due to holidays, family 
events or competitions. If you need to do 
this, we must have an email into school prior 
to the absence. We will authorise up to 10 
academic days in a school year. We cannot 
authorise them retrospectively. There is no 
set letter, but we do require an email with 
the dates of absence and the reason so that 
we can mark the registers with the correct 
code. All emails should be sent to: 
onchanenquiries@sch.im 
 

Active Travel 
 

Over the summer holidays we have had our 
new bike rack installed behind school, 
alongside the scooter rack. This is designed 
to support Active travel and gives a specific 
area for bikes and scooters to remain during 
the school day. Should your child utilise 
these, please make sure that they are 
secured with a lock each day as we are not 
responsible for any loss of damage as is the 
case in various public buildings. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Blended Learning/Website 

 
We will continue to use our online platform, 
Its’ Learning, for home learning this year. 
Each week, usually on a Friday, the teachers 
will add the weeks’ home learning to the year 
group page so that you can support and 
reinforce learning at home. Spelling shed will 
continue to be used within Key Stage 2, log 
ins will be provided, and phonics within 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1. Please 
support learning at home, it provides valuable 
practice for the children when completing 
home tasks before the “step up” when they 
go to High School, as well as helping to 
reinforce what has been taught in school. 
Daily reading continues to be the most 
valuable routine that you can reinforce at 
home and one which we cannot underestimate 
the impact of on learning.  
 
Our website has been undergoing some 
updates. We try to keep the site up to date 
with blog posts, information and policies 
which may be of use to you. We do not post 
photographs on FB or other social media 
accounts but where the children have been 
participating in different activities, we will 
use the website to share this with you. Don’t 
forget to add it into your favourites: 
https://onchan.sch.im 
 
 

 
Lost Property 

 
Last week we already had a significant number 
of unnamed sweatshirts, jackets and cardigans in 
lost property that were left around school. 
Please can you check that your child’s name is 
written in all of the children’s clothing and bags/ 
bottles. We attempted to reunite items with 
owners but it is harder if they are not labelled 
correctly. Our uniform swap continues with the 
rails organised by the Support Team in the 
Library. If you do require items if your child 
outgrows uniform over the year please do make 
use of this. It is something we have done for a 
long time and especially now when the cost of 
living is increasing it makes economic sense to 
support each other when uniform gets outgrown 
quickly. If you want to bring items in, as above, 
hand to your child’s class teacher/ support staff 
or hand in at the school office. 
. 
 

 
Outdoor Learning 

 
Our commitment to developing Outdoor Learning throughout the whole school, as 
an intrinsic element of the work that we do each week, has developed over the 
summer.  
Over the year the children will be accessing the outdoor learning wild area as well 
as taking responsibility for planting and maintaining the large planters, using the 
field and play areas, welly weeks and muddy Mondays (Foundation Stage) and 
venturing further afield. To protect the children’s uniforms as much as possible 
there may be days, as timetables become more established, that we ask for old 
clothes to be worn for school on specific Outdoor Learning days. We would really 
appreciate any Puddle Suits (if you have them) to be brought in on these days, if 
possible, to protect clothing because we know they may get dirty. If you have any 
old puddle suits or wellies that your child has grown out of, we will gladly recycle 
these to the class of children in school who could make use of them, just bring 
them in to your child’s Class teacher. 
 

 
Mobile Phones 

 
Over the last two years we have managed to 
reduce the number of mobile devices that are 
being brought in to school. If your child does 
need to bring in a mobile phone it must be stored 
in the school Office where it is kept safely 
during the day. The correct form giving your 
authorisation is on the website and must be 
brought in on the first day, signed by Parents/ 
Carers. All phones must also be labelled. We 
cannot take responsibility for mobiles but we can 
aim to keep them safely in the Office where 
they are locked away during the school day. 

 
Bank Holiday 

 
As decreed by IOM Government, Monday 19th September will be a Bank Holiday 
to mark the funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  
 

Dinner and milk money 
 
The price for School Dinners is - 

• Up to half term - £77.55. 
• Up to Christmas - £171.55.   

You do not need to pay for the full half term in advance, but we 
do ask that the account remains in credit and does not drop into 
arrears. 
Milk up to Christmas is £14.25 and is payable in advance.  

Systems for Parents 
 

In line with all of the Island’s Primary Schools we continue to use Parent Pay to 
pay for all school lunches, this is also used to collect trip money. Please ensure 
that you are logged in to Parent Pay to allow this function. There is very little 
cash that now comes through the school Office which allows us greater efficiency 
and also enables families to see where funds have been paid into school. If you 
experience any issues with Parent Pay please contact Ms Conmy in the Office. 
Arbor log ins are also required to enable you to note any changes to contact 
details, phone numbers, consents etc. Please log into Arbor to check the details 
we have are correct, so that we can contact you in an emergency. Again, if you 
have lost your access log in, a call to the office can help you out. 
 

 
 
 
Should you have any questions, please call in for a chat with either myself or Mr Kinmond. Class teachers are available at the end of the day and 
messages can be passed on to arrange meetings for you. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Jo Richardson & Michael Kinmond 
Headteacher       Deputy Headteacher 

 


